Prescription opioid abuse: dental perspectives.
Drug abuse and diversion of controlled substances prescribed by dentists will continue to be an important issue in the overall management of dental pain, and must be recognized by the dentist. If suggested guidelines, regulations, and laws are observed, the associated problems for the dentist and the entire dental team and their patients can be minimized. Pain control is an essential service and duty for dentists, and the appropriate selection and use of analgesics affords this service with the best safety and efficacy.